CORNVILLE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION, INC.

General Meeting

Wednesday, March 14, 2007
The Cornville Community Association Meeting was held Wednesday, March 14, 2007 at 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. at the Oak Creek Elementary School, 11490 E. Purple Sage Road, Cornville, AZ 86325. Board members present were Deanna King, George Dana, Ted Luke, Pam Irvin, Craig Martinsen, Jan Tomlinson and Lois Hook.  There were 64 attendees.

Deanna King called the meeting to order.  President King welcomed those present and provided guidelines for the meeting followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

A motion was made, seconded and the minutes of the February 14, 2007 General Meeting were approved.

Treasurers Report:  Ted Luke reported an ending balance of $4001.61 with outstanding checks of $415.51, deposits of $202.05 and withdrawals of $397.00.

Membership Report:  Craig Martinsen reported 241 current members.

Community Pride:  Lois Hook reported that the Easter Egg Hunt scheduled for April 7th at 10:30 am at Windmill Park is on track.  If anyone still wishes to donate or volunteer to help, contact Lois.

Board Elections:  Deanna reported that Frank Meis has resigned from the Board due to personal reasons.  There may be one other vacancy on the Board and members are encouraged to volunteer to run for election.

Historical Society:  Jan Tomlinson reported that membership to the Historical Society is continuing to grow.  At the last meeting, Kathy Dusheck spoke on Saving the Ruins.  Other items in the works are getting the Old Post Office moved and visiting with ‘old-timers’ to gain more insight.

Judy Hendrix gave us a follow-up on the TIPS program.  There are currently 4 volunteers from Cornville and more are needed.  The next training is scheduled for April 19. 

Supervisor Chip Davis introduced Victor Hambrick, Yavapai County Assessor.  He spoke on Yavapai County property values and tax assessments.  He explained that Full Cash Value is synonymous with market value and that the Average Cash Value must fall between 74% and 90%.  Over the past 8 years, the average tax increase has been 3.6%.  Primary tax calculation is levied against the Limited Assessed Value and the Secondary tax calculation is against the Full Cash Assessed Value 

Q:
In the example, 1/4 acre was valued at $69,000.  Does this mean that an acre is almost 


$280,000?

A:
No.  All valuations are based on the value of like properties and the value is calculated based
on market value.

Q:
How is ‘usable’ vs. ‘non-usable’ determined?

A:
It is an individual process and things such as flood plains and washes are taken into 


consideration.

Q:
Are the rules for the 65+ tax exemption based on income?

A:
Yes.  Exemptions are good for 3 years and then have to reapplied for; income guidelines change year-to-year.

Q:
Upon reapplication for this exemption, does the value to back to what it was 3 years

prior, or does it go to current?

A:
As long as there is no lapse, it reverts to the original value.

Q:
How is the Average Cash Value (74%-90% of Full Market Value) determined?

A:
It is a median value done on groups of properties on a mass basis.

Q:
Why is Class 3 Residential different from Class 4 Residential Rentals?

A:
Rentals do not receive the state aid to education tax credit.  This is not decided by the


County and the intent is to control investors.

Q:
Is the Commercial tax ratio going down?

A:
Yes – ½% per year over the next 10 years to lower it from 25% to 15%.

All of the information of tax assessments can be found on the Assessor’s website or by calling the Assessor’s Office at (928) 771-3320 in Prescott or (928) 639-8121 in Cottonwood.

Sheriff Steve Waugh gave an update on his department.  

· In August, 2006 a website with sex offender registration information was open.  There are 400 registered in Yavapai County and interested residents can be emailed when an offender moves in their neighborhood.

· A Citizen Contact Form has been developed.  Residents can complete this form regarding issues in their neighborhood and mail it to the Sheriff’s Department.

· TIPS (Turn In Pushers) is a program allowing residents to provide information regarding drug-related activity in their neighborhoods.  80% of arrests come from this type of information.

· “Right by Kids” is a program for 5-8 year olds teaching them how to combat drugs, bullying, cyber-crime and firearms safety.  Over 2000 kids have been served by this program.

Q:
Is a Cornville substation planned?

A:
4 full service substations were opened since 2005.  There isn’t really enough man-power to open another substation without having volunteers.

Q:
How about using the fire station?

A:
That would provide the building but there would still be a man-power issue.

Q:
How is the meth situation in the area:

A:
Activity is declining and arrests are up 60%.  Volunteers have helped with this issue.

Nick Angillio, Emergency Manager talked about fire and defensible space.  The 3 major fires in this area last year were the La Baranco, The Brins and the Battle.  He explained the importance of being prepared.  Have a written plan that includes important paperwork – insurance policies, photos of your home, etc., a meeting place, prescriptions, utility turn-off procedures.  The first thing that goes in an emergency is your brain.  Practice and train for an emergency.  The Red Cross website has forms to use.  Stock up on water.  Have CERT (Community Emergency Response Teams) trained.  Create defensible space.  Homes themselves are more ignitable than the surrounding vegetation.  There will be free slash dumping at the Camp Verde station from March 23 – June 30.  Websites for more information include www.firewise.org, www.redcross.org and www.fema.gov/areyouready.

Phil Bourdon, Public Works Director spoke about Impact Fees which are actually Roadway Development Fees which fund regional road work.  The county has developed a plan of projects which include reconstruction, widening, signals and turn lanes.  They estimate that they will need $320,000,000 (at today’s dollars) over the next 20 years.  They then determine the existing revenue from permits, analyze the cost over the next 20 years (with 6% per year increases), calculate the sales tax revenue available and have calculated a $158,000,000 deficit.  An impact fee of $3,400 for each new residential build with increases of $300 every four years would offset that deficit.  This plan would be re-evaluated each year to identify issues.  The plan is to present the Notice of Intent and Public Report (1/07), hold public hearings in the Prescott and Verde Valley areas (5/07), have the final adoption (6/07) and implement (9/07).

Q:
Is this fee limited to new homes?

A:
Yes at the permit point.

Q:
Does it apply to commercial building?

A:
No and it does not apply to incorporated areas.

Q:
Does it apply to additions or remodeling?

A:
No.

Q:
Does it apply to timeshares?

A:
Hotels and timeshares are assessed ½ of the fee.

Q:
Cottonwood doesn’t have an impact fee??

A:
Cities and towns are assessed on their sales taxes and Cottonwood and Clarkdale


are considering them.

The public report is available at the Board of Supervisor’s office and on the website at www.co.yavapai.az.us.

Verl Cook, Area Roads Supervisor, talked about the upcoming roadwork.  There are 351 miles of road, 60 of which are in Cornville.  52 miles of that is paved.  Permits are required for work on driveways, mailboxes and accesses.  Any work should allow run-off to stay as predevelopment.  Watercourses cannot be changed and pavement run-off should be designed to go to one or both sides and carried to the nearest watercourse.  The Roads department is responsible for signage, trees/brush in right-of-ways and culverts under roadways.  They are not responsible for culverts under driveways.  Recent road improvement is the 1st phase of construction at Cornville Road and Loy Road to allow for future turn lanes.

Q:
The road at Mormon Creek is bad?

A:
That is a forest service road and the county has a contract with them to maintain it 


twice a year.

Chip Davis concluded the county presentation with information on other county issues.

· There has not been much headway on water issues.

· Recycling is up county-wide from 889 tons to 4630 tons and from 60 to 171 tons in Cornville.

· Slash drop-off is scheduled every day except Thursdays and Memorial Day through June 30.  Materials should be vegetative only and should not exceed 6” in diameter

· The multi-use path from 89A to Windmill Park is progressing.  Mike Willett indicated that the public process should be completed in 2007 with funding to come in 2008-2009. 

President King announced that the Page Springs Historic Road nomination was supported unanimously by the county and will go on to the next step.

The Annual meeting will be held on April 11.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 pm.

