CORNVILLE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION, INC.

General Meeting

Wednesday, August 8, 2007
The Cornville Community Association Meeting was held Wednesday, August 8, 2007 at 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. at the Oak Creek Elementary School, 11490 E. Purple Sage Road, Cornville, AZ 86325. Board members present were Deanna King, George Dana, Ted Luke, Pam Irvin, Craig Martinsen, Jan Tomlinson, Lynne Ordean and Paul Graham.  Lois Hook was absent.  There were 63 attendees.

Deanna King called the meeting to order.  President King welcomed those present and provided guidelines for the meeting followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

A motion was made, seconded and the minutes from the June 13, 2007 meeting were approved.

Treasurers Report:  The beginning balance for July was $3965.78.  There were no deposits or withdrawals for an ending balance of $3965.78.  There is one outstanding check for $93.38.

Membership Report:  Craig Martinsen reported that there are currently 258 members.

Transportation Report:  The traffic study that was done at mile marker 5 (between Solair and Mountain View) showed 7485 vehicles in a 24-hour period.  The Verde Valley Regional Transportation committee will meet in September.  There is an article in the Red Rock News about round-abouts that is very interesting.

Planning and Zoning Report:  Judy Miller reported on the May 2, 2007 Planning and Zoning Meeting.

· Page Springs Cellars and Vineyards on Page Springs Road applied for a variance from county standards to apply a gravel surface on their new parking lot.  The Association supported their request and the Board of Adjustments approved it on July 19.  The parking lot is now under construction.

·  Desert Star Community School has applied for a variance from county screening requirements on the north and south sides of their property on Recycler Road, just off Cornville Road.  We will be hearing more about the project this evening.  The committee will prepare comments for Board approval and submit to the county later this week.  The Board of Adjustments will hear the application on August 16 in Prescott.

· Javelina Leap Wine Tasting Room has applied for a use permit for a public tasting room at their property on Page Springs Road.  Based on a presentation by applicant Rod Snapp at our June committee meeting and further review, the Association is supporting the permit, which is for a tasting room only, with no food service or special events included.  The P & Z Commission will consider the permit at its August 22 meeting in Cottonwood.

· NAU Department of Recreation Management has agreed to work with the Association to develop a concept plan for possible expansion of Windmill Park and protection of open space on 80 acres of National Forest in the heart of Cornville.  CCA Board and committee members met with Dr. Charles Hammersley, NAU, on May 18.  NAU will do the project between January and April 2008.  Students will develop a vision and plan with full community public involvement and we will be coordinating with Yavapai County and the Forest Service along the way.  It is a “first step” if the park is ever to be a reality.  We also envision that a separate committee will be established to oversee the project.  Stay tuned for opportunities to help out!

· Forest Service Travel Management Rule.  The Forest Service has released its proposed action for management of roads on the Coconino NF, which include the Cornville Planning Area.  Comments are being accepted until September 10.  There is a handout here that briefly explains the action and where to get more information.  Please pay attention to the map on the reverse side that will give you an idea of proposed open and closed roads.  Anyone interested in access to Coconino National Forest for recreational purposes will want to know more.

· Cornville resident Carole Mackler has been appointed to represent Yavapai County District 3 on the newly restructured Yavapai County Board of Adjustments.  The new Board will have three members – one from each Supervisor’s district.

Community Pride Report:  In Lois’ absence, Deanna reported that the Cornville Clean-up Days have been scheduled for September 28-29 from 9am-4pm.  Volunteers are needed to help both days.

Historical Society:  Bev Dana reported that the Historical Society will hold a Book Sale at the elementary school gym on September 21 & 22.  They will also be doing a membership drive and the next quarterly meeting will be on September 6 at the school.

Russ Bottjer presented the Adopt-A-Highway program.  He explains how it relates to the Community Plan and is a free and easy way to support the community.  The program is basically a program in which volunteers agree to keep a 1-mile stretch of road cleaned up with every-other-month efforts.  The county will provide bags and will pick them up once from the side of the road.  In exchange, the organization gets a sign with their name at the beginning and end of the mile they are responsible for.  There are various requirements and safety considerations that have to be met and are outlined in detail in his report.  He can be reached at 639-2323.

Q:
How many miles have already been adopted?

A:
There are 4 areas on the Cornville Road and 1 on Page Springs Road.

Q:
We just stop and pick up trash and take it home to dispose of.

A:
The County would prefer that you follow their guidelines due to safety concerns.

Tom Winn, the Vice President of the Desert Star Community School Board introduced the school.  They are a state chartered public school and chose the property in Cornville after looking at locations throughout the Verde Valley.  The property has environmental qualities (the house is constructed from recycled materials) and a rural location that are in keeping with their philosophy.  They currently own 1.5 acres and have submitted an offer for an adjoining 1.5 acres for total of 3 acres.  They will be starting with approximately 60 students, K-6.  They plan to xeriscape and continue to be mindful of the ecology and water issues that exist.  There is also concern regarding the traffic on the Cornville Road and the county has approved a deceleration lane, turn lanes and the realignment of Recycler Road and Koch Ranch Road.  They have applied for a waiver of the screening requirements on the north and the south sides of the current property

Susan Simon, principal of the school explained that this is the second year for the school.  The students are required to meet the AIMS objectives and the use a Waldorf-style philosophy.  They will have a strong academic program as well as the arts – music, Spanish, painting, dance, etc.  There are currently 5 teachers and 2 teaching assistants.  The school day will run from 8:30 am – 2:45 pm and there will be a few evening activities – school board meetings and a couple of festivals throughout the year.  There will initially be 2 modulars housing 5 classrooms.

Q:
K-6?

A:
K-8 ultimately.

Q:
What about the fencing?

A:
The school is 300-400 yards off the Cornville Road.  They would like to have chain link on the

north (adjacent to state trust land) and would like to wait to fence the south until the second

property closes.

Q:
What created the move from Sedona?

A:
They originally had a 2-year lease with the Nazarene Church and the church decided to open


a school.  Their plan had always been to own their own land and this just caused them to


move quicker.

Q:
You can just move in anywhere?

A:
Churches and schools can move in anywhere.

Q:
A few weeks ago when we met, you said there would be around 12 cars a day; now you’re


saying 25?

A:
Realistically there will probably be between 15-20.

Q:
Will there be a 15 mph school zone?

A:
The County said no and no crosswalk.

Q:
Where are the students from?

A:
About 40 are from Sedona, 12 from Cornville, and 10 each from Cottonwood and Camp Verde.

Q:
Traffic will be using Beaver Head Flat Road?

A:
Probably Page Springs Road.

Q:
Recycler Road is a narrow, nasty road.  What improvements are you doing?

A:
25-30 feet of easement, culverts, drains, etc.

Q:
Opening date?

A:
Planned on September 4 but it’s not looking promising.  No plan B.

Q:
With public funding, how are you paying 5 qualified teachers given the enrollment?

A:
Charter schoolteachers are typically not paid well; they want to be there.  Also, there is a

$450,000 start-up grant.

Q:
FEMA has found that temporary structures are not environmentally safe.

A:
They had to buy from a company in Phoenix that meets all of the requirements and they


have had a full DEQ inspection.

Q:
Screening?

A:
East and west – solid 6’ fence.  North – chain link.  South – opens to the 2nd property they are 


purchasing.  All of the buildings on the property will take up about 1/2 – 3/4 of the school gym.


A few shade trees will be added in the play areas and possibly mesquite in the parking area.

Q:
If the 2nd property purchase is completed, will you request another waiver?

A:
No.  Will comply with requirements.

Q:
If 1.6 acres will accommodate 80 students, then will it double with the 2nd property?

A:
There are state requirements for square feet per student as it applies to wastewater, etc.

Q:
Where will be P.E. be held?

A:
Outside.

Q:
What is the metal building?

A:
It’s not metal, just siding.

Q:
Is anyone living on site?

A:
One teacher.

Q:
Will you comply with Dark Skies ordinances?
A:
Yes and lights will be shut off at night.

Q:
Safety and security?

A:
All required fire/evacuation and lockdown measurements are being followed.

George Dana explained the emergency contact information and provided contact information for local fire, police and county emergency management.  In addition to fire and flood, power and water outages should be considered when planning for emergency situations.  The resource list will be on the CCA website.

Deanna requested suggestions for agenda items.

· County Board of Health

· Director of 911 call center in Sedona

· Lucy Mason, state rep

· Native American representative

Other reminders:

· Mingus is offering a Golden Age Card for 60 years and older

· Boxtops for Schools

· Tax credits 

· August Cornville Chronicle is available

Rollin Hook moved and Russ Bottjer seconded a motion to adjourn.  Meeting was adjourned at

8:50 pm

The next meeting will be held on September 12, 2007 at the school. 

Submitted by:  Pam Irvin, Secretary
