CORNVILLE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION, INC.

General Meeting

Wednesday, September 12, 2007
The Cornville Community Association Meeting was held Wednesday, September 12, 2007 at 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. at the Oak Creek Elementary School, 11490 E. Purple Sage Road, Cornville, AZ 86325. Board members present were Deanna King, George Dana, Pam Irvin, Jan Tomlinson and Lynne Ordean. Craig Martinsen’s wife filled in for him  and Paul Graham,  Lois Hook and Ted Luke  were absent.  There were 31 attendees.

Deanna King called the meeting to order.  President King welcomed those present and provided guidelines for the meeting followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

A motion was made, seconded and the minutes from the June 13, 2007 meeting were approved with a correction to the date of the Historical Society Book Sale (September 22 and 23).

Treasurers Report:  Since Ted Luke’s absence was unexpected (he is ill), there was no treasurer’s report.

Membership Report:  There is no update to membership numbers.

Planning and Zoning Report:  In Judy Miller’s absence George Dana reported that Javelina Leap’s permit was granted and that they are working on an update for the Page Springs Historical Road nomination.

Community Pride Report:  In Lois’ absence, Deanna reminded everyone that the Cornville Clean-up Days have been scheduled for September 28-29 from 9am-4pm.  4 people have requested help removing items from their property and if anyone else needs help, please call Deanna.

Historical Society:  Jan Tomlinson reported that the Historical Society is setting up Coffee Chats to meet with senior residents of the area to gain some additional insights.  They have also targeted property for the museum and a community center and will update as appropriate.  The Book Sale at the elementary school gym is scheduled for September 22 and 23 and lots of books have been donated so far.  

Sydney Hey, Republican running for the Congressional seat that Rick Renzi is vacating, spoke briefly.  Her platform will be based on parental rights, tax reform and fixing the ‘broken’ process.

Jeffrey Hall, astronomer from Lowell Observatory presented information on the observatory in general.  Percival Lowell founded it in 1984 after selecting the area west of Flagstaff over areas such as Bisbee and Tombstone.  The original 24” telescope that cost around $20,000 in 1894 and was used for researching Mars, is now used for public education.  In 1916, the Slipher building was added and now houses staff offices and a visitor apartment.  In 1994, the Steele Visitors Center was built and visitor numbers went from about 7,000 to about 70,000. The Discovery Channel Telescope is now being developed near the Happy Jack ranger station and is being funded by the Discovery Channel, its CEO, Lowell Observatory and additional funds being developed.

There are 2 priorities of Lowell Observatory.  The first is that they are the premier national research organization. The second is their outreach program where they work with over 10,000 kids a year.  Lowell is unique in that they are not government owned and they have 22 astronomers with primary funding from NASA.

Hall discussed the research on the sun.  From Galileo in the early 1600’s, astronomers have studied sun cycles and sun spots and their effect on the earth’s climate.  They have observed such things as the increased energy level during solar maximums (10% over solar minimums).  The reason for this is that the energy that is not going through sun spots is going somewhere else; the more ‘spots’ the brighter the sun.  The solar cycle turned off for 70 years in the 1600’s and that corresponded to the “Little Ice Age” where temperatures dropped noticeably.

Solar variations have always affected the earth’s climate and ‘global warming’ was tracked as early as the 1700’s.  This global warming was not man-made, but resulted from these variations as well as volcanic eruptions.  After the 1700’s, global warming began to be affected more by environmental issues.

There are different methods of research regarding cycle 24, predicted for 2008-2011.  “We predict cycle 24 will be 30%-50% higher peak that cycle 23.”  “Solar activity for cycle 24 might be the lowest in 100 years.”  Reality will prove which methodology is correct.

Q:
How do volcanoes affect the climate?

A:
Volcanic ash blocks the sun’s heat.  It comes and goes quickly whereas greenhouse gases stay longer.

Q:
Is Lowell Observatory affiliated with NAU?

A:
It is completely individually and privately owned with a non-profit status and governed by a sole trustee.

Q:
Is there much interference from the government because of grants?

A:
Most grants including the NASA grants have no strings attached.  They just require that all research becomes public information.

Q:
How many satellites are orbiting?

A:
Many thousands; many are little and many are dead.

Q:
What about Hubbell?

A:
It is primarily 70’s technology.  The technology used for Lowell’s new telescope is so much advanced that it make it just as good as an orbiting telescope.

Q:
What’s next for the future?

A:
Pluto is being researched; the moon is always on the list and the James Webb Space Telescope will be the next ‘Hubbell’.

For more information, hours of operation and admission, visit www.lowell.edu.

Pam Irvin announced that Page Springs Restaurant is interested in having a Cornville night with discounts for Cornville residents and 25% of the profits donated back to the Association.  It will be on a Monday or Tuesday and the date will be announced on the website.

Guruji Love has some “Real Goods” sustainable living catalogs for more information on water storage and other ideas.  Discounts are available for large orders.

Lynne Ordean reminded everyone that curbside recycling has come to Cornville through Verde Earthworks.  Cost is $2 per week.

Katie Radosevic reminded everyone that the Cornville Chronicle is available at the front table.

The next meeting will be held on October 10, 2007 at the school and will feature Chip Davis and selected county staff.

A motion was made, seconded and the meeting was adjourned at 8:35 pm

Submitted by:  Pam Irvin, Secretary
