United States Forest Red Rock P. O. Box 20429
USDA Department of Service Ranger District Sedona, AZ 86341
> Agriculture Phone: (928) 282-4119
Fax: (928) 203-7539

File Code: 1950
Date: 5/11/2011

Re:  Proposed Trail System
South of Cornville Road

To Whom it May Concern:

The purpose of this letter is to ask for your comments regarding a plan to develop a non-
motorized trail system in the area south of Cornville Road, west of the community of Cornville,
and east of State Route 89A (Figure 1-Project location and Figure 2-Project vicinity). The area
currently supports a variety of motorized and non-motorized recreation. However, a designated
recreation trail system does not currently exist. The area is relatively flat and is surrounded by
private land and major roadways. There are numerous user created “routes,” some of which are
damaging vegetation and soils.

The Coconino National Forest Red Rock Ranger District, with help from Yavapai County, is
proposing to create a non-motorized trail system in this area. The District wants to hear your
thoughts about a trail system that can be socially, economically, and environmentally
sustainable; will provide recreation opportunities; and will protect watershed health and
resources in the project area. The designated trail system could include a primary connector trail
as the backbone of the system (see proposed connector trail on Figure 2) along with specific
trailheads, including the Cornville Road multi-use pathway (currently approved as part of this
trail system project). This designated trail system can promote the goals found in the Verde
Valley Regional Trails Concept Plan and the Cornville Community Plan.

On a separate, but related topic, an upcoming decision on the Coconino National Forest Travel
Management Environmental Impact Statement will directly affect motorized use of this area. A
decision on the planning effort (expected in Fall 2011) will require motorized vehicles to stay on
designated routes and restrict cross country motorized travel. Proposals being considered in the
Coconino Travel Management Environmental Impact Statement do not include any motorized
roads or trails in the project area being proposed for this non-motorized trail system. More
information on the Travel Management Environmental Impact Statement, including maps of
each proposal, can be found at http://www.fs.fed.us/r3/coconino/tmr.shtml.
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Two public meetings concerning this proposal will be held. The first public meeting will take
place on June 6th at 5:30 pm, and will present an overview of the project area, the need for
action, and provide the public an opportunity to identify any ideas or concerns that should be
considered by the Red Rock Ranger District. A second public meeting will be scheduled at a
later date. The purpose of the second meeting is to provide a summary of public comment and
alternative trail scenarios. Public comment will be solicited at both meetings. A meeting
announcement is included with this letter.

If you will not be able to attend the public meeting, you may submit concerns, questions, or
comments to Kevin Lehto, Red Rock Ranger District, P.O. Box 20429, Sedona, AZ 86341; or by
calling (928) 203-7526. Additional information on the project can also be found at
www.redrockcountry.org. Comments can also be submitted through this website. Scoping
comments would be most helpful if received by July 01, 2011.

Sincegely,

Scott Russell
Acting Red Rock District Ranger

cc: Kevin Lehto, Red Rock Ranger District, Assistant Recreation Staff Officer for Operations
Eric LaPrice, Red Rock Ranger District, National Environmental Policy Act Coordinator

Enclosures: Figure 1-Project location
Figure 2-Project vicinity
Public Meeting Announcement
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Proposed Trail System South of Cornville Road

Figure 1. Project location







